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wish to democratise the Indian administration.
Compulsory attendance at school up to fourteen
and at continuation schools up to eighteen, is
urged by Mr. Fisher; in Canada every boy is
educated up to sixteen. In Germany compulsory
education is continued up to twentyone; and
the French Minister of Education has a scheme
for making education compulsory up to twenty
one. It is for us in India to move forward
in obedience to the call of the new spirit. The
plea of economy is irritating to the educationist
who believes that education is economy, that
every school is a national investment. Every
child is a citizen of the future, and not to
give every child a chance to ,grow in mind,
body and character is to betray the nation's
future.
Not till education becomes the most accept-
able item in the annual budget may it be
possible for India's children to realise their
true manhood. The great masses in the rural
areas and in towns must be educated, and
poverty should be no bar to education. In
ancient Greece and India, as in the Arabian
universities of the Middle Ages, education was
free; and even to-day in the great university
of Cairo, founded in the tenth century, about
nine thousand students coming from remote
countries receive free education, and several of
them are boarded and lodged gratuitously.